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MINUTE (NO 4) OF CHURCHMAN J
[Role and status of the Attorney-General]



[1] By memorandum of counsel dated 16 September 2019, Ms Mason sought an extension
of time until 20 September 2019 for the filing of submissions relating to the preliminary hearing
scheduled for 7 and 8 October 2019 in relation to the role and status of the Attorney-General,
and a similar extension in relation to the filing of evidence that she wishes to place before the

Court in relation to that matter.

[2] Those extensions are granted. However, given the proximity of the October hearing, as

a matter of fairness to the other parties, it is unlikely any further extensions will be granted.

[3] The memorandum of Ms Mason also refers to other issues including an application that
she filed dated 10 September 2019 seeking a preliminary determination under r 10.15 of the
High Court Rules 2016 (the Rules), in relation to issues of costs.

[4] The memorandum also suggests that Ms Mason has been waiting for a response from
the Court in relation to a request for an adjournment of the hearing scheduled for 7 and 8

October.

[5]  Both of these claims require comment.

[6] Ms Mason did file an application under r 10.15 on 10 September 2019. However, it
was not accepted by the Registrar on the basis that r 5.6 of the Rules required original signatures
on interlocutory applications. No filing fee had been paid or fee waiver granted. Ms Mason’s

office was clearly advised of that fact.

[7] The suggestion that Ms Mason is waiting for a response from the Court in relation to

her request for an adjournment is also incorrect.

[8] As is noted in the Court’s minute of 5 September 2019, Ms Mason, in a memorandum
of 2 September 2019, had sought a preliminary determination in the High Court under r 10.15
in relation to an “in-principle” approach on the issue of costs, and also requested that the 7 and

8 October hearing be adjourned.

! Minute of Churchman J, 5 September 2019, CIV-2017-485-770.



[9] The Court clearly disposed of those issues in the minute of 5 September 2019.

[10] At [17] of that minute it states:

The hearing for 7 and 8 October 2019 has specifically been scheduled to address the
role of the Attorney-General and not any other issue. It is not appropriate at this very
late stage to attempt to add other issues to it.

[11] That remains the situation.

Churchman J



